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In the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
1 . (Currently Amended) A parts-management system comprising: 
a terminal apparatus; and 

a management apparatus for communicating with said terminal apparatus, 
wherein said terminal apparatus includes: 

a first memory which stores identification information of each part used in said terminal 
apparatus and an operation value corresponding to an operation of each part in a mutually related 
manner, and 

a controller of said terminal apparatus which performs a predetermined operation processing 
corresponding to an operation of each part and updates said operation value stored in said first 
memory when said part operates, wherein said controller of said terminal apparatus updates, based 
on said identification information and said operation value of each part transmitted from said 
management apparatus, the corresponding operation value of said identification information stored 
in said first memory; 

a first transmitter which transmits said identification information of each part and said 
operation value corresponding to said identification information to said management apparatus; and 

a second transmitter which transmits a request signal for requesting a transmission of said 
operation value for at least one part, and 

wherein said management apparatus includes: 

a second memory which stores said identification information of each part and said 
operation value each sent by said first transmitter in a mutually related manner; [[and]] 

a third transmitter which transmits said identification information and said operation value 
each stored in said second memory to said terminal apparatus in response to said request signal , and 

wherein said second memory is configured to store a life value showing a total life of each 

part . 
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2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The parts-management system as recited in claim 2, wherein said management 
apparatus further includes a fourth transmitter which transmits said life value to said terminal 
apparatus. 

4. (Original) The parts-management system as recited in claim 3, wherein said terminal 
apparatus further includes a fifth transmitter which compares said operation value with said life 
value and transmits identification information of a part whose operation value exceeds said life 
value. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The parts-management system as recited in claim 1, wherein said second 
transmitter transmits a request signal for an equipped part when said part is equipped to said 
terminal apparatus. 

7. (Original) The parts-management system as recited in claim 1, wherein said terminal 
apparatus is an image forming apparatus for forming an image on a sheet. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of managing parts for managing parts used in a terminal 
apparatus while conducting a data communication between said terminal apparatus and a 
management apparatus, wherein said terminal apparatus includes a first memory which stores 
identification information of each part used in said terminal apparatus and an operation value 
corresponding to an operation of each part in a mutually related manner, the method including the 
steps of: 

performing a predetermined operation processing corresponding to an operation of each part 
to update said operation value stored in said first memory of said terminal apparatus when said part 
operates; 

transmitting said identification information of each part and said operation value 
corresponding to said identification information from said terminal apparatus to said management 
apparatus; 
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storing in a second memory provided on said management apparatus said identification 
information of each part and said operation value transmitted from said terminal apparatus in a 
mutually related manner; 

transmitting a request signal for requesting a transmission of said operation value for at least 
one part from said terminal apparatus to said management apparatus; 

transmitting said identification information and said operation value for said requested part 
stored in said second memory of said management apparatus from said management apparatus to 
said terminal apparatus in response to said request signal; [[and]] 

updating said operation value for said requested part stored in said first memory of said 
terminal apparatus based on said identification information and said operation value for said 
requested part transmitted from said management apparatus , and 

wherein said second memory of said management apparatus stores a life value showing a 
life of each part . 

9. (Canceled) 

1 0. (Original) The method of managing parts as recited in claim 9, further including the 

step of: 

transmitting said life value from said management apparatus to said terminal apparatus. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of managing parts as recited in claim 10, further 
including the step of: 

comparing said operation value with said life value and transmitting said identification 
information of a part whose operation value exceeds said life value from said terminal apparatus to 
said management apparatus. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of managing parts as recited in claim 9, further 
including the step of : 

inputting a signal concerning a cleaning of parts into said management apparatus and 
updating said stored life value in response to said signal. 
va-250970 



Application No. 09/662,176 8 Docket No. 325772019400 

13. (Original) The method of managing parts as recited in claim 8, wherein, in said step of 
transmitting said request signal, a request signal for a part equipped to said terminal apparatus is 
transmitted when said part is equipped to said terminal apparatus. 

14. (Original) The method of managing parts as recited in claim 8, wherein said terminal 
apparatus is an image forming apparatus for forming an image on a sheet. 

15. (Previously Presented) A parts-management apparatus which is capable of 
communicating with a terminal apparatus and manages parts used in said terminal apparatus, the 
parts-management apparatus comprising: 

a memory for storing identification information of each part used in said terminal apparatus 
and an accumulated data corresponding to an operation of each part in a mutually related manner 
wherein said accumulated data includes data indicating the actual usage of each part over its life, 
including the actual usage of each part that has been used in a plurality of apparatus; 

updating means for updating said accumulated data based on data sent from said terminal 
apparatus; and 

a transmitter which transmits at least one part identification information and its accumulated 
data each stored in said memory in response to a request signal from said terminal apparatus. 

16. (Original) The parts-management apparatus as recited in claim 15, wherein said 
memory stores a life value showing a life of each part, and wherein said transmitter further transmits 
said life value to said terminal apparatus. 

17. (Original) The parts-management apparatus as recited in claim 16, further comprising a 
receiver for receiving a signal showing that a part is cleaned and updating said life value of a 
corresponding part in response to said received signal. 
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